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SEC. 3. CONGENITAL HEART DISEASE RESEARCH. 

Section 425 of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 285b–8) is amended by adding 
the end the following: 

‘‘(d) REPORT FROM NIH.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of enactment of the Con-
genital Heart Futures Reauthorization Act 
of 2017, the Director of NIH, acting through 
the Director of the Institute, shall provide a 
report to Congress— 

‘‘(1) outlining the ongoing research efforts 
of the National Institutes of Health regard-
ing congenital heart disease; and 

‘‘(2) identifying— 
‘‘(A) future plans for research regarding 

congenital heart disease; and 
‘‘(B) the areas of greatest need for such re-

search.’’. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 71—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT JOHN ARTHUR 
‘‘JACK’’ JOHNSON SHOULD RE-
CEIVE A POSTHUMOUS PARDON 
FOR THE RACIALLY MOTIVATED 
CONVICTION IN 1913 THAT DIMIN-
ISHED THE ATHLETIC, CUL-
TURAL, AND HISTORIC SIGNIFI-
CANCE OF JACK JOHNSON AND 
UNDULY TARNISHED HIS REP-
UTATION 
Mr. MCCAIN (for himself and Mr. 

BOOKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 71 

Whereas John Arthur ‘‘Jack’’ Johnson was 
a flamboyant, defiant, and controversial fig-
ure in the history of the United States who 
challenged racial biases; 

Whereas Jack Johnson was born in Gal-
veston, Texas, in 1878 to parents who were 
former slaves; 

Whereas Jack Johnson became a profes-
sional boxer and traveled throughout the 
United States, fighting White and African- 
American heavyweights; 

Whereas, after being denied (on purely ra-
cial grounds) the opportunity to fight 2 
White champions, in 1908, Jack Johnson was 
granted an opportunity by an Australian 
promoter to fight the reigning White title- 
holder, Tommy Burns; 

Whereas Jack Johnson defeated Tommy 
Burns to become the first African-American 
world heavyweight boxing champion; 

Whereas the victory by Jack Johnson over 
Tommy Burns prompted a search for a White 
boxer who could beat Jack Johnson, a re-
cruitment effort that was dubbed the search 
for the ‘‘great white hope’’; 

Whereas, in 1910, a White former champion 
named Jim Jeffries left retirement to fight 
Jack Johnson in Reno, Nevada; 

Whereas Jim Jeffries lost to Jack Johnson 
in what was deemed the ‘‘Battle of the Cen-
tury’’; 

Whereas the defeat of Jim Jeffries by Jack 
Johnson led to rioting, aggression against 
African-Americans, and the racially moti-
vated murder of African-Americans through-
out the United States; 

Whereas the relationships of Jack Johnson 
with White women compounded the resent-
ment felt toward him by many Whites; 

Whereas, between 1901 and 1910, 754 Afri-
can-Americans were lynched, some for sim-
ply for being ‘‘too familiar’’ with White 
women; 

Whereas, in 1910, Congress passed the Act 
of June 25, 1910 (commonly known as the 

‘‘White Slave Traffic Act’’ or the ‘‘Mann 
Act’’) (18 U.S.C. 2421 et seq.), which outlawed 
the transportation of women in interstate or 
foreign commerce ‘‘for the purpose of pros-
titution or debauchery, or for any other im-
moral purpose’’; 

Whereas, in October 1912, Jack Johnson be-
came involved with a White woman whose 
mother disapproved of their relationship and 
sought action from the Department of Jus-
tice, claiming that Jack Johnson had ab-
ducted her daughter; 

Whereas Jack Johnson was arrested by 
Federal marshals on October 18, 1912, for 
transporting the woman across State lines 
for an ‘‘immoral purpose’’ in violation of the 
Mann Act; 

Whereas the charges against Jack Johnson 
under the Mann Act were dropped when the 
woman refused to cooperate with Federal au-
thorities and then married Jack Johnson; 

Whereas Federal authorities persisted and 
summoned a White woman named Belle 
Schreiber, who testified that Jack Johnson 
had transported her across State lines for 
the purpose of ‘‘prostitution and debauch-
ery’’; 

Whereas, in 1913, Jack Johnson was con-
victed of violating the Mann Act and sen-
tenced to 1 year and 1 day in Federal prison; 

Whereas Jack Johnson fled the United 
States to Canada and various European and 
South American countries; 

Whereas Jack Johnson lost the heavy-
weight championship title to Jess Willard in 
Cuba in 1915; 

Whereas Jack Johnson returned to the 
United States in July 1920, surrendered to 
authorities, and served nearly a year in the 
Federal penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kan-
sas; 

Whereas Jack Johnson subsequently 
fought in boxing matches, but never regained 
the heavyweight championship title; 

Whereas Jack Johnson served the United 
States during World War II by encouraging 
citizens to buy war bonds and participating 
in exhibition boxing matches to promote the 
war bond cause; 

Whereas Jack Johnson died in an auto-
mobile accident in 1946; 

Whereas, in 1954, Jack Johnson was in-
ducted into the Boxing Hall of Fame; and 

Whereas, on July 29, 2009, the 111th Con-
gress agreed to Senate Concurrent Resolu-
tion 29, which expressed the sense of the 
111th Congress that Jack Johnson should re-
ceive a posthumous pardon for his racially 
motivated 1913 conviction: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That it remains the sense of the 
Senate that Jack Johnson should receive a 
posthumous pardon— 

(1) to expunge a racially motivated abuse 
of the prosecutorial authority of the Federal 
Government from the annals of criminal jus-
tice in the United States; and 

(2) in recognition of the athletic and cul-
tural contributions of Jack Johnson to soci-
ety. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 72—CELE-
BRATING THE HISTORY OF THE 
DETROIT RIVER WITH THE 16- 
YEAR COMMEMORATION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL UNDERGROUND 
RAILROAD MEMORIAL MONU-
MENT, COMPRISED OF THE 
GATEWAY TO FREEDOM MONU-
MENT IN DETROIT , MICHIGAN, 
AND THE TOWER OF FREEDOM 
MONUMENT IN WINDSOR, ON-
TARIO, CANADA 
Mr. PETERS (for himself and Ms. 

STABENOW) submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources: 

S. RES. 72 

Whereas millions of Africans and their de-
scendants were enslaved in the United States 
and the American colonies from 1619 through 
1865; 

Whereas Africans forced into slavery were 
torn from their families and loved ones and 
stripped of their names and heritage; 

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves and the 
descendants of former slaves are an example 
for all people of the United States, regardless 
of background, religion, or race; 

Whereas tens of thousands of people of Af-
rican descent bravely and silently escaped 
their chains to follow the perilous Under-
ground Railroad northward towards freedom 
in Canada; 

Whereas the Detroit River played a central 
role for these passengers of the Underground 
Railroad on their way to freedom; 

Whereas in October 2001, the City of De-
troit, Michigan, joined with Windsor and 
Essex Counties in Ontario, Canada, to memo-
rialize the courage of these freedom seekers 
with an international memorial to the Un-
derground Railroad, comprised of the Tower 
of Freedom Monument in Windsor, Ontario, 
and the Gateway to Freedom Monument in 
Detroit, Michigan; 

Whereas the deep roots that slaves, refu-
gees, and immigrants who reached Canada 
from the United States created in Canadian 
society are a tribute to the determination of 
the descendants of those slaves, refugees, 
and immigrants to safeguard the history of 
the struggles and endurance of their fore-
bears; 

Whereas the observance of the 16-year com-
memoration of the International Under-
ground Railroad Memorial Monument will be 
celebrated during the month of October 2017; 

Whereas the International Underground 
Railroad Memorial Monument represents a 
cooperative international partnership dedi-
cated to education and research with the 
goal of promoting cross-border under-
standing, economic development, and cul-
tural heritage tourism; 

Whereas over the course of history, the 
United States has become a symbol of de-
mocracy and freedom around the world; and 

Whereas the legacy of African-Americans 
and their fight for freedom is interwoven 
with the fabric of democracy and freedom in 
the United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) celebrates the history of the Detroit 

River with a 16-year commemoration of the 
International Underground Railroad Memo-
rial Monument, comprised of the Gateway to 
Freedom Monument in Detroit, Michigan, 
and the Tower of Freedom Monument in 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada; and 

(2) supports the official recognition, by na-
tional and international entities, of the De-
troit River as an area of historic importance 
to the history of the Underground Railroad 
and the fight for freedom in North America. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 73—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 28, 2017, AS 
‘‘RARE DISEASE DAY’’ 

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. COONS, Mr. WICKER, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. STABENOW, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. HATCH, 
and Mr. BOOKER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 
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S. RES. 73 

Whereas a rare disease or disorder is one 
that affects a small number of patients and, 
in the United States, typically fewer than 
200,000 individuals annually are affected by a 
rare disease or disorder; 

Whereas, as of February 2017, nearly 7,000 
rare diseases affect approximately 30,000,000 
people in the United States and their fami-
lies; 

Whereas children with rare genetic dis-
eases account for approximately 1⁄2 of the 
population affected by rare diseases in the 
United States; 

Whereas many rare diseases are serious 
and life-threatening and lack effective treat-
ments; 

Whereas, as a result of Federal laws like 
the Orphan Drug Act (Public Law 97–414; 96 
Stat. 2049), there have been important ad-
vances made in research on, and treatment 
for, rare diseases; 

Whereas the Food and Drug Administra-
tion has made great strides in gathering pa-
tient perspectives to inform the drug review 
process as part of the Patient-Focused Drug 
Development program, an initiative that 
originated under the Food and Drug Admin-
istration Safety and Innovation Act (Public 
Law 112–144; 126 Stat. 993); 

Whereas, although nearly 600 drugs and bi-
ological products for the treatment of rare 
diseases have been approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration, millions of people in 
the United States have a rare disease for 
which there is no approved treatment; 

Whereas lack of access to effective treat-
ments and difficulty in obtaining reimburse-
ment for life-altering, and even life-saving, 
treatments remain significant challenges for 
people with rare diseases and their families; 

Whereas rare diseases and conditions in-
clude Von Hippel-Lindau syndrome, fibrous 
dysplasia, sickle cell anemia, spinal mus-
cular atrophy, Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy, dermatomyositis, cystic fibrosis, 
Friedreich’s ataxia, many childhood cancers, 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, epidermolysis 
bullosa, frontotemporal dementia, and 
metachromatic leukodystrophy; 

Whereas people with rare diseases experi-
ence challenges that include— 

(1) difficulty in obtaining accurate diag-
noses; 

(2) limited treatment options; and 
(3) difficulty finding physicians or treat-

ment centers with expertise in the rare dis-
eases; 

Whereas the rare disease community 
gained important new tools during the 114th 
Congress with the passage of the 21st Cen-
tury Cures Act (Public Law 114–255), which— 

(1) streamlines the review by the Commis-
sioner of Food and Drugs of genetically tar-
geted therapies; 

(2) incentivizes the development of rare pe-
diatric disease therapies; 

(3) strengthens pediatric medical research; 
and 

(4) adds billions of dollars of funding for 
the National Institutes of Health; 

Whereas both the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the National Institutes of Health 
have established special offices to advocate 
for rare disease research and treatments; 

Whereas the National Organization for 
Rare Disorders (referred to in this preamble 
as ‘‘NORD’’), a nonprofit organization estab-
lished in 1983 to provide services to, and ad-
vocate on behalf of, patients with rare dis-
eases, remains a critical public voice for peo-
ple with rare diseases; 

Whereas 2017 marks the 34th anniversary of 
the enactment of the Orphan Drug Act (Pub-
lic Law 97–414; 96 Stat. 2049) and the estab-
lishment of NORD; 

Whereas NORD sponsors Rare Disease Day 
in the United States and partners with many 

other major rare disease organizations to in-
crease public awareness of rare diseases; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is observed each 
year on the last day of February; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is a global 
event, first observed in the United States on 
February 28, 2009, and was observed in more 
than 85 countries in 2016; and 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is expected to 
be observed globally for years to come, pro-
viding hope and information for rare disease 
patients around the world: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 28, 2017, as ‘‘Rare 

Disease Day’’; 
(2) recognizes the importance of improving 

awareness and encouraging accurate and 
early diagnosis of rare diseases and dis-
orders; and 

(3) supports a national and global commit-
ment to improving access to and developing 
new treatments, diagnostics, and cures for 
rare diseases and disorders. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I have 
five requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 28, 2017, at 10 a.m. to hold a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Iraq after Mosul.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on February 28, 2017, at 10 
a.m., in room SD–226 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Improving Outcomes 
for Youth in the Juvenile Justice Sys-
tem.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 28, 2017, at 2 p.m., in room SD– 
G50 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Senate Select Committee on In-

telligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the 115th Congress of the 
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, February 28, 
2017, from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., in room 
SD–106 of the Senate Dirksen Office 
Building to hold an open hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Senate Select Committee on In-

telligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the 115th Congress of the 
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, February 28, 
2017, from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. in room 
SH–219 of the Senate Hart Office Build-
ing to hold a closed hearing. 

f 

DISCHARGE AND REFERRAL—S. 90 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that S. 90, the 

Red River Gradient Boundary Survey 
Act, be discharged from the Committee 
on the Judiciary and referred to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURES BY 
COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 8, S. Res. 62. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 62) authorizing ex-

penditures by committees of the Senate for 
the periods March 1, 2017 through September 
30, 2017, October 1, 2017 through September 
30, 2018, and October 1, 2018 through February 
28, 2019. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to and the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 62) was agreed 
to. 

(The resolution is printed in the 
RECORD of February 16, 2017, under 
‘‘Submitted Resolutions’’.) 

f 

EXPRESSING PROFOUND CONCERN 
ABOUT THE ONGOING POLITICAL, 
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND HUMANI-
TARIAN CRISIS IN VENEZUELA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the For-
eign Relations Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
and the Senate now proceed to the con-
sideration of S. Res. 35. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 35) expressing pro-

found concern about the ongoing political, 
economic, social and humanitarian crisis in 
Venezuela, urging the release of political 
prisoners, and calling for respect of constitu-
tional and democratic processes, including 
free and fair elections. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 35) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of February 1, 
2017, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 
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